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ARTIST IN RESIDENCE DAVID BRIGGS
CELEBRATES FRANZ LISZT
AT THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE

Organist extraordinaire performs works by Liszt and more on May 2

*kk

The Cathedral of St. John the Divine’s 2022-2023 season of Great Music in a Great Space
continues with a performance of works by Franz Liszt and other great composers by Artist in
Residence David Briggs on Tuesday, May 2 at 7:30 pm, at the Cathedral of St. John the
Divine, 1047 Amsterdam Avenue (at 112th Street).

In his program notes, Briggs reflects on Liszt’s “monumentally kaleidoscopic oeuvre.” The
centerpiece of the May 2 concert is Liszt’s Fantasia and Fugue on the chorale ‘Ad nos, ad
salutarem undam,” inspired by Giacomo Meyerbeer's opera Le Prophéte. Fascinated by the
opera’s unconventional storyline and contemporary musical allusions to the “passions and
politics” of the time, as Briggs notes, Liszt weaves the political subtext into a work of
astonishing beauty and virtuosity.
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In addition to Liszt’s Fantasia and Fugue, the evening’s program also includes compositions by
J.S. Bach, Igor Stravinsky, Thomas Arne, and Claude Debussy. For more information and to
purchase tickets, visit the Cathedral’s website. Student admission is free with valid ID.

For more details and information on all the Cathedral’s programs and services, visit
stjohndivine.org.

PROGRAM
Fantasia and Fugue in G minor, BWV 542 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Berceuse and Finale from the Firebird Suite Igor Stravinsky (1882-1971)
arr. Maurice Besley
‘A Maggot’ from Concerto No. 3 in A major Thomas Arne (1710-1778)
arr. Harry Wall
Sarabande from Pour le piano, L. 95 Claude Debussy (1862-1918)
arr. Alexandre Cellier
Fantasia and Fugue on ‘Ad nos, ad salutarem undam’ Franz Liszt (1811-1886)
About The Artist

David Briggs is a composer whose works are performed across all five continents. Also a
renowned concert organist, David has improvised since the age of six. His first major
composition was a mass setting for Truro Cathedral composed in 1990 and now performed
regularly by choirs around the world. David has written some 60 works and recorded two DVDs
and 37 CDs, many of which include his own compositions and transcriptions. David’s music is
widely praised for its rich harmonic language, emotional depth, and accessibility.

Described by the New York Times as “one of the world’s greatest contemporary organists,”
David’s performances are celebrated for their musicality, virtuosity, and ability to excite and
engage audiences of all ages. With an extensive repertoire spanning five centuries, David has
also become one of the foremost organ transcribers of symphonic works. He has transcribed
orchestral compositions by Schubert, Tchaikovsky, Brahms, Elgar, Bruckner, Ravel, and Bach,
as well as Mahler’s Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth symphonies.

Named as “an intrepid improviser” by Michael Barone, host of American Public Media’s
Pipedreams, David performs more than 50 concerts a year at international venues, teaches
performance at Cambridge University, frequently serves on international organ competition
juries, and gives master classes at colleges and conservatories across the U.S. and Europe.

On March 4, 2023, David received the highest honour of the Royal College of Organists, the
RCO Medal, in recognition of distinguished achievement in organ performance and composition.
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About Great Music in a Great Space

Revived in 2011, Great Music in a Great Space reprises the legendary concert series first held at
the Cathedral in the 1980s. Great Music in a Great Space presents choral, orchestral, and
instrumental music, in the magnificent, deeply spiritual setting of the world’s largest Gothic
cathedral. The beloved holiday traditions of the Christmas Concert and New Year’s Eve Concert
for Peace are an integral part of our concert series. Joined by Rose of the Compass, Musica
Sacra, and the Oratorio Society of New York, the Cathedral Choirs, Orchestra, and a remarkable
artistic team of organists and soloists bring the beloved space of the Cathedral to life with this
transcendent music.

About The Cathedral

The Cathedral of St. John the Divine is the Cathedral of the Episcopal Diocese of New York. It is
chartered as a house of prayer for all people and a unifying center of intellectual light and
leadership.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Cathedral has responded to changing needs in the local
community and across the city and state. People from many faiths and communities worship
together in daily services held online and in person; the soup kitchen serves roughly 50,000
meals annually; social service outreach has an increasingly varied roster of programs to safely
provide resources and aid to the hardest-hit New Yorkers; the distinguished Cathedral School
prepares young students to be future leaders; Advancing the Community of Tomorrow, the
renowned preschool, afterschool and summer program, offers diverse educational and nurturing
experiences; the outstanding Textile Conservation Lab preserves world treasures; concerts,
exhibitions, performances and civic gatherings allow conversation, celebration, reflection and
remembrance—such is the joyfully busy life of this beloved and venerated Cathedral.
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