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*** 

The Cathedral of St. John the Divine, in conjunction with the recently-opened exhibition The 

Value of Sanctuary: Building a House Without Walls, presents an incredible drone-based sonic 

experience utilizing a number of historic guitars from the late Lou Reed’s collection on 

Wednesday, March 13, 2019 at 6:30 – 11:30 pm at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, 

1047 Amsterdam Avenue (at 112th Street), Manhattan. 

 

The event is organized by Laurie Anderson, artist, performance pioneer, and Lou Reed’s life 

partner, and curated by Reed’s former guitar technician, Stewart Hurwood. Taking full 

advantage of the Cathedral’s legendarily immense interior, the evening will envelop audience 

members in harmonic tones that shift and change depending on the listener’s location within the 
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space of the Cathedral. The Cathedral’s natural 8-second reverb will add immeasurably to the 

profound Doppler effect the audience experiences as they move around the space. Each guitar, 

placed against a group of amplifiers so that their tuned feedback creates a cascading, uniting, 

elevating loops of drones and harmonics, adds to the visceral, emotional and spiritual experience.  

 

The Velvet Underground embraced suspended (drone) notes sustained against musical changes 

to provide tension and angst. John Cale and Lou Reed were both influenced by and shared a love 

of the work of La Monte Young, whose compositions frequently incorporated drones, and in 

1975, Lou Reed would champion the drone music that had been an early influence with his solo 

album Metal Machine Music, laying the foundation for ambient and industrial music.  

 

This event is free and open to the public. Prior to the performance, visitors are invited to explore 

The Value of Sanctuary. This multidisciplinary exhibition, on view through June 30, 2019, 

explores the question of sanctuary through the work of modern and contemporary artists. 

Throughout the course of the exhibition, visitors will be invited to explore the meaning of 

sanctuary through many viewpoints, expanding upon the Cathedral’s guiding mission and role as 

a sacred space, cultural center, and platform for the urgent issues of our times.   

 

For more information on the performance, visit this page. 

 

 

About The Cathedral 

The Cathedral of St. John the Divine is the Cathedral of the Episcopal Diocese of New York. 

It is chartered as a house of prayer for all people and a unifying center of intellectual light and 

leadership. 

 

People from many faiths and communities worship together in services held more than 30 

times a week; the soup kitchen serves roughly 25,000 meals annually; social service outreach 

has an increasingly varied roster of programs; the distinguished Cathedral School prepares 

young students to be future leaders; Advancing the Community of Tomorrow (ACT), the 

renowned preschool, afterschool and summer program, offers diverse educational and 

nurturing experiences; the outstanding Textile Conservation Lab preserves  world treasures; 

concerts, exhibitions, performances and civic gatherings allow conversation, celebration, 

reflection and remembrance—such is the joyfully busy life of this beloved and venerated 

Cathedral. 
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